ADY DUFF-GORDON., the famous “‘Lucile” of
London, and foremost creator of fashions in the
world, writes each week the fashion article for this

newspaper. presenting all that 1s newest and best in slfles'

for well-dressed women.

Lady Duff-Gordon's Paris establishment brings her
into close touch with that centre of fashion.

By Lady Duff-Gordon.

HHE 7eal Influence of the

be well understood il a
e woman I8 not to make the
mistake of copying too slavishly for
house and atrest the charming crea-
tlons that often eppear there.

The stage is o splendid place to
study modes. Actresses, as a rule,
know how to dress. DBut what must
be considered Is that gowns for the
atage ought to he built te Uit the pe-
culiar nitvations developed in the
pidy. Discerning_ actresses know
thls, because it is one of the tmpor.
tant points of producing plays that
may determine success or fatlure A
dress which does not harmonize with
the spirit of the play may wreck the
whole play.

There {8 a good reason ftor this
The stage's businesa is to present the
illusion of life. That I8 what scena
painters, llghting cxperts, stage di-
roectors, playwright, manager and
actors are continually striving for.
In proportion, usually, as they suc
ceed does the play succeed.

All stage folk know that many d
time a note of incinecerity, efther in
lines or in gesture, In speaking or In
atmosphere, has killed an immensely
promiging play on the Instant.

Haviog all this In mind, we begin
to see how important it Is to dress
up to the play. And we begin to see
why the stage dress so created can-
not be thoughtleesly transplanted
into any environment.

Take, for Instance, that curlously
Interesting production *My Lady's
Drese,"” In which a series of tablold
plays centre about the making of one
gown. If that gown did not com-
pletely and subtly harmonize with
every one of the situations what dan-
gers the play would run! The audt-
ence has to feel that zll they see
would naturally cluster around juat
that dress and no other. If the gown
did not harmonize, if It con-
stantly struck a jarring oote,
what would become of that (m-
portant factgr—the fllusion of
reality?

So also of that ambiticus
moving pleture film which de-
pends for conviction upon a
woman wearing naturally a
million dollars’ worth of jewels.

Such a situation demands a
specially coustructed dross
for it.

Would Fritzl Scheffl be as
:onvincing In her scenes, cles-
er gs she is, If she did not pick
out the gowns she wears to
harmonize with those scenes?

"And thig being so, we aece
why there should not be too
close imitation of them off the
footlighta, A gown which har-
monizes perfectly with the
lighting, the surroundings, the

stage on fashions ought to’

roundings and mental and physical
atmosphere as it {s for the actress to
harmonize with ners. We all eeek
success and happiness. and—"all the
world's e stage.”

From this little sermon tet me turn
to o description of some of the new-
est Winter dresses

Very coelly warm and light or
welght are the oewest tweede and
velour cloth end duvetyn., and ft
frequently happens. moreover. that
& fur coat collar and a deep ekirt.
botdering of the same skunk or foi
will still further Increase the decgr-
atlve and protective effect of the
costume.

S0 you see how weall such a cos-
tume would bear transposition to
the land of snow and sunshine.

A rather bold black snd white
check, with a suggestlon—nothing
more—of nrange brightening some of
the fnner lines of black, 15 an ideal
fabric. with juet the collar and skirt
trimming of ekunk. and no other
trimming at all save the big, shaded
bone buttons on coat snd skirt and
the still bigger ones which figure on
and fasten the belt Or then. again,
another new and emartly simple
tallor suit, well adapted to leading
“a double life.” Is in ‘frange duvetyn,
the cont fagtening af the neck with
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a4 close Otting band of seal
musquash, and being belted
in, Russten fashion, ot the
walst, while the long basque,
which wraps over and clrves
upward In fromt, is In Its
turn broadly bordered with
the goft, dark fur The skirt
dispenges with trlmming al:
together. but it {s cut to per-
fection, slit up the side end
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Miss W™ary' Goland
in the “Lucile” Gown
That Has the Title
Role in "My Lady's
Dress,” |
Was Designed Espe.
clally to Fit the Sit-
uations of That Cu-
rious Play
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and Which

underlined for sotno elx or

aeven inches with sezal brown
eatin. The eame model,
copled In emerald green Obroche
duvetyn, trimmed and llned with
brown fur and satin, is also exceed:
ingly smart and serviceable.
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Fritz) Scheff In a Dress Bullt :
for a Play Situation. spoal
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Lady Duff-Gordon

| Describes to Just What
Extent Good Taste
Permits the Transplanting
of Footlight Dresses to

: the Flouse and Street

A New “Lucile” Winter
#Model, 'n Which S8tagas
Effects Have Been Toned
Jown for Street Wear.

. ¥.& & le” Model. e ()
concentration of life in a play e § Tt e %’ i I ¢ oy
may, and probably will, be too | ,}‘ ' (YT E a3 é i -
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as important to any woman to i A . % a% of % By Prof. J. C. Barbier tn Egypt the cat eymbolized the moom, the basis of the actual to work upon. If  ful tnSuences of the moon. 1In Yucatan
fze wit : : ‘ e Sl i ’

harmonize with her own sur % ! Of the Sorbonne, Paris. and in that eignificance (ts body alwanye he twists and diggulses his bmsis it (s the descendants of the Mayas pinched

A\":é Joyes in a
Gown by ‘Lucile"
Deslgned Especially
to Go with $1,000.000
Worth of Rea

Jewels.
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feeling that women, cate and the

moon are linked togather by certaln
subtle lkenesees we have one of the most
curious phenomena of the human mind
The moon ia tnvariably apostrophized as
“ghe.” Invanably we associate cats with
o mistress and no! with a master. and
woman throughout the ages has been
called either "a full moon in loveliness"”
by one side or a “cat” by the other

We never associate the sun with the
feminine. nor do we think of dogs as a
type as feminine, and whenp a man s
compared with either the moon or cats it
gives us & distinct shock.

We nover picture a witch fiying into
the sun with a dog on her shoulder. but
the symbtol of the old lady on the broom-
stick with a black cat on her shoulder
and fiylng across the moon {8 one that
exists fn all countries

In Bubastis, In anclent Egypt. where
religlon was the most highly specialized
in the world, cats were directiy repre-
asented as being a part of a trinity com:
posed of the moon, women and them-
selves, Even Isis, the wife of the great
god Osiris, was sometimes thus repre-
sonted. Indeed, as far hack as wa can go

l N the very anclent and wideapread

bore the head of a woman.

Perhaps there wer2z some patural rea-
sons for this association—undoubtedly
there must have been—which were more
plain to our ancient forefathers than to
us. The curious influence of the moaon
upon the majority of people, which tends
to stimulate suggestability. hysteria and
other subconsclous phenomena, more in
women than in men, (& probably one rea-
son. The effect of the moon upon cats.
which love to prowl under its rays in the
night, and the similarity of (ts waxing

and waning with the dilation and con-

tracting of a cat’s eyes {8, ne doubt, alsc
one of the rensons at the bottom of thie
assoclation. The fellne lova of comfort
and luxury and {its general attitude of
tolerating more than wclcamlng demon-
strations of affection 1s In itself an attl
tude which women during the long ages
of their repression by man {ntensified
for their own protection. There (s little
doubt that the trall was noticed by the
observers throughout the world who malke
superstitiona.

Superstition 18 usually. by the way. only

true psychology with the wrong dress.’

There ia a basis of truth at the bottom of
» 3l of it. The mfnd of man cannot create
anything out of nothing. He must have
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simply the task of keen minds to etvip
the husking from the kernel of truth and
find out just what It ts that gave rise to
the superstition.

Thera (s, too. the changeableness of
the moon, in which poets have always
found an eanalogy for the ahifting of
women's moods.

Al the beginning there 18 ao doubt that
the curlous association of the thres was
complimentary Diana, the moon god-
dess, In one of the old Roman poems
turns herself into a cat to help tho gods
in their fight against the Titans. And (n
all the en‘rlieal myths woman, cat and
moon are luvariably ‘bound together in
complimentary fashlion,

Later when through causes of which
we know little, the superstitions of all
the races degenerated. this compliment.
ary gquality was lost, and, even with the
tmoon. siress was laid upon the unpleas
ant similarities Compliment was turned
to 1nsult. Nevertheless, the superstitiona,
Inverted as they were. ran on with full,
if not fuller. force.

In the Mlddle Ages, and after. women
were burned at the stake when convicted
of the charge that they had conversed
#ith & devil in the shape of e black cat.

Cats were connected with all the bale-

their talls to drive away an eclipse. As
tmblems of the devil they were fAung
tnto the fires In Paris on St. Jobn's night.
The mystic sevén return again in the
Hungery legend that every black cat
furns into o witch at the age of seven.
Grimm zlves it as a common saying that
2 cat at twenty turng witoh and a witch
of a hundre:d turns cat agaln,

The exit and entrance of a strange cat
were ominous  Shylock speaks of gome
that go mad {f they behoid one. Tradi-
tion says that the great Napoleon had &
murked fear of them, and that Henry III.
of France swooned at sight of one.

Four mintsters attested the truth of the
tale which Captain Burt brought from
Scotland in 1730, that the leg of a cat cut
off by a man it attacked turned into the
leg of an old woman. The sgrpent
woman Liith, who tempted Adam, was
pictured In the sixteenth century with
the body of a cat

In agricuitural communities both the
moon und cats are consulted about rain
and frost

If the cat geratches 1ts ear it 18 a true
8ign of raln, and If (t sita with its back
to the dre, as the North Carolina moun-
taineers say, a cold snap (s mevitable,

However, the new ara of equal guffrage
may exiricate women from these time.
defying superstitions which have so zeal-
ously preserved her honorable ancien
assoclatlons with the moon and calts,




